Septic arthritis in childhood.
We studied retrospectively the pattern of septic arthritis in childhood at a major municipal hospital during a ten-year period. Hemophilus influenzae was the most common organism in septic arthritis in patients less than two years old and was associated with upper respiratory tract infections in nine of 12 patients (75%). Staphylococcus aureus was seen in seven of eight (87.5%) children above the age of five and was associated with history of trauma. All patients were black. Despite the high incidence of sickle cell disease in our hospital population, not one patient had sickle cell disease.